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foreign policy which did not concern Italy at all the
difference was fundamental/5 The chamber buzzed
momentarily with whispered speculation. Even now
it is not known for certain whether Eden had Austria
in mind, whether he was aware of what was coming
to Vienna, and, if so, whether he wanted to take the
risk of standing firm against Hitler's designs. The last
sentences are important. "I do not believe that we
can make progress in European appeasement... if
we allow the impression to gain currency abroad that
we yield to constant pressure. I am certain that pro-
gress depends above all on the temper of the nation,
and that temper must find expression in a firm spirit.
That spirit, I am confident, is there. Not to give voice
to it is, I believe, fair neither to this country nor to
the world." It is these sentences that carry the
maximum of punch. They are very adequate; they
hint at much, but discreetly state little. Somehow,
when delivered, they fell vaguely short of the terrific
occasion.
With Mr. Eden resigned his lieutenant, Lord Cran-
borne, the Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs. He
followed Eden with another speech of " personal
explanation." His statement was the more powerful
of the two. Till the day of resignation "Bobbety," as
his friends call him, seemed to be a far lighter piece
of artillery. He had been Eden's Parliamentary
Private Secretary and had accompanied him to
Geneva and on his various expeditions to continental
capitals. When Eden was elevated in 1935 to the
novel office of"Minister without Portfolio for League
of Nations Affairs" Cranborne became Under-Secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs. Those who did not know his